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HO-CHUNK NATION LEGISLATURE
Governing Body of the Ho-Chunk Nation

HO-CHUNK NATION LEGISLATURE
APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE
LEGISLATIVE ORGANIZATION ACT (2 HCC § 11)

RESOLUTION 01-21-14G

On November 1, 1994, the United States Secretary of the Interior approved a new
Constitution for the Ho-Chunk Nation, formerly known as the Wisconsin
Winnebago Tribe; and

the Ho-Chunk Nation (“Nation”) is a federally recognized Indian Tribe,
organized pursuant to the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934; and

Article V, Section 2(a) of the Ho-Chunk Nation Constitution (“Constitution”)
grants the Ho-Chunk Nation Legislature (“Legislature”) the power to make laws,
including codes, ordinances, resolutions, and statutes; and

Article V, Section 2(f) of the Constitution grants the Legislature the power to set
the salaries, terms and conditions of employment for all governmental personnel;
and

Article V, Section 2(g) of the Constitution grants the Legislature the authority to
set its own procedures, select its officers, and to enact laws governing attendance
of its members, including penalties for absences; and

Article V, Section 2(x) of the Constitution grants the Legislature the power to
enact any other laws, ordinances, resolutions, and statutes necessary to exercise
its Legislative powers delegated by the General Council pursuant to Article III
including but not limited to the foregoing list of powers; and

the Legislature enacted the Legislative Organization Act (2 HCC § 11) by
Legislative Resolution 02-13-01D; and

since its enactment, the Legislature has amended the Legislative Organization
Act (“LOA”) several times to accommodate the needs of the Legislature and the
Ho-Chunk Nation in operating an effective government; and

since 2011, the Legislature has continued its review of the Act and placed the Act
out for public comment via Resolution 08-23-11B and Resolution 08-06-13K in
order to seek input from Ho-Chunk Nation members and interested parties; and

the Legislature has held numerous Off-Site meetings to discuss the LOA,
including on July 29, 2013 and November 1, 2013, where draft revisions were
discussed; and
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WHEREAS; the Legislature most recently discussed the LOA, and clarifying amendments, at
Session on January 8, 2014, and adopted a motion to prepare the final draft LOA
for adoption; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature now finds it appropriate to adopt the proposed amendments to the
LOA, as attached.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature, pursuant to its Constitutional
authority, amends the Legislative Organization Act (2 HCC § 11) and restates the same consistent
with the attached revision.

CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned, as Tribal Secretary of Ho-Chunk Nation, hereby certify that the Legislature of
the Ho-Chunk Nation, composed of 13 members of whom 11 constituting a quorum were present
at a meeting duly called and convened and held that on the 21* day of January, 2014, adopted
the foregoing resolution at said meeting by an affirmative vote of 7 members, 3 opposed, and 1
abstaining, pursuant to the Article V, Section 2(a) and (x) of the Constitution of the Ho-Chunk
Nation, approved by the Secretary of the Interior on November 1, 1994, and that the foregoing
resolution has not been rescinded or amended in any way. I further certify that this is a verified
copy of said resolution.

k’é“&!aiﬂﬁm iﬂﬂl_ﬁmwbw ‘ . \-7\»\-\4
Kathyletn Lone Tree-Whiterabbit, Tribal Secretary Date

01.21.14G
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HO-CHUNK NATION CODE (HCC)
TITLE 2 - GOVERNMENT CODE
SECTION 11 — LEGISLATIVE ORGANIZATION ACT OF 2011

ENACTED BY LEGISLATURE: FEBRUARY 13, 2001

LAST AMENDED AND RESTATED: January 21,2014

CITE AS: 2HCC §11
This Act supersedes the Ho-Chunk Nation’s Bill Process rules enacted February 8, 1995
by Ho-Chunk Nation Legislative Resolution 02/08/954 and amended by Legislative
Resolution 7/2/96D and as further substantially amended by Resolution 8-5-08-D and
subsequent Amendments to specific provisions on 11/05/08, 12/10/08, 06/09/09,
06/29/10, 08/03/10, 12/07/10 and Amendments adopted on 01/21/14.
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CHAPTERI
GENERAL

1. Authority.

a. Atrticle IV, Section 2 of the Constitution authorizes the legislative branch to make
laws and appropriate funds in accordance with Article V.

b. Article V, Section 2(a) of the Constitution grants the Legislature the power to
make laws, including codes, ordinances, resolutions, and statutes.

c. Article V, Section 2(g) of the Constitution grants the Legislature the power to set
its own procedures, select its officers, and to enact laws governing attendance of its
members, including penalties for absences.

d. Article V, Section 2(x) of the Constitution grants the Legislature the power to
enact other laws, ordinances, resolutions, and statutes necessary to exercise its legislative
powers delegated by the General Council pursuant to Article III, including but not limited
to the foregoing list of powers.

e. Article V, Section 8 of the Constitution requires that the Legislature shall hold
regular monthly meetings.

f. Article V, Section 11 of the Constitution requires that a majority of the Legislature
shall constitute a quorum. A quorum shall be necessary to transact official business of
the Legislature. Each session of the Legislature shall require a quorum.

g. Article V, Section 12 of the Constitution requires that a majority vote of the
quorum shall be necessary to exercise the powers of the Legislature, except as otherwise
provided by the Constitution.

2. Purpose.

a. This Act is enacted to establish the lawmaking process and to govern individual
and collective actions of members of the Legislature.

b. This Act is designed to enable the Legislature to respond quickly to items and
enable the Legislature when the need arises to quickly pass Legislation or address a
matter brought before the Legislature.

c. This Act provides for the continuity of the Nation’s government by the Legislature
in the event that Quorum for Legislative Meetings cannot be attained due to the loss or
absence of Legislators attributed to emergencies of a natural or manmade disaster.
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3. Scope.

a. This Act is intended to supersede any and all other actions previously or
subsequently taken by the Legislature with respect to its lawmaking process. Provided,
however, that in the case of conflict between the provisions of this Act and any other Law
and Policy of the Legislature, this Act will control, unless this Act is specifically
amended by the Legislature.

b. The Legislature will promulgate, as necessary, separate rules/policies and
standard operating procedures for staff operations within the Legislative Office.

c. The Legislature shall decide what terms and conditions of employment the
Legislative staff will be bound by as part of its rules/policies except for the grievance
process contained within this Act, which refers to the Nation’s Employment Relations
Act.

4. Definitions. Throughout this Legislation the following words have the following
definitions and will be capitalized:

a. “Attorney General” means the Attorney General of the Ho-Chunk Nation.

b. “Amendment” means a change to a Code, Act, Statute, Ordinance, or Policy. An
Amendment will have the full force and effect of a duly enacted law.

c. “Confirmation Hearing” means that hearing conducted by the Legislature for the
purpose of considering Background Investigation results of an Interim Director in
rendering a confirmation. (See also the Confirmation Process of Executive Directors for
the Ho-Chunk Nation Act (2 HCC § 9)).

d. “Constitution” means the Constitution of the Ho-Chunk Nation.

e. “District Meeting” means the regular and Special Meetings of the Legislative
Districts.

g. “Duly Called Meeting” means the official convening of a Quorum of Legislators
for the purpose of conducting public business.

h. “Executive Department” means those Departments contained within the Executive
Branch and include, pursuant to the requirements of the Constitution, the Departments of
Treasury, Business, Justice, Personnel, Administration, Health, Social Services,
Education, Labor, and Housing.

i. “Executive Session” means the portion of a Legislative Meeting where all persons
will be excluded from the meeting chamber, except the President if he or she is presiding
over the meeting, the President Pro Tempore, members of the Legislature, its officers,
and any person whose presence will be required by the Legislature.
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j-  “Internal Review Phase” means the first of three steps within the Normal
Legislation Process for Legislation to potentially become a law. The Internal Review
Phase occurs when a Legislator, or the Legislature, supports a Resolution or motion
authorizing legislative action.

k. “Legislator” means any duly elected and sworn individual elected to represent the
Ho-Chunk People pursuant to Article V, Section 1(b) of the Constitution of the Ho-
Chunk Nation.

1. “Legislature” means members of the Legislature officially convened to exercise
Constitutional powers pursuant to the Constitution of the Ho-Chunk Nation.

m. ‘“Legislation” means a proposal made by a Legislator to create new Laws or
Amendments to already existing Laws presented to the Legislature.

n. “Legislative Sponsor(s)” unless noted in the motion or Resolution, means the
Legislator who introduces a Resolution or motion to the Legislature for purposes of
enacting Legislation.

0. “Normal Legislation Process” means the typical process whereby Legislation
becomes a new Law or an Amendment to an existing Law. At a minimum the process to
enact Legislation as the Law of the Nation will include the Internal Review Phase, the
Public Review Phase, and Passage Phase. Legislation may be enacted as the Law of the
Nation without going through the Normal Legislation Process by the Quick Passage
process.

p. “Off Site” means a gathering of individual Legislators assembled for the purpose
of staff coordination, internal Administrative review of issues, and planning for
legislative initiatives. This is not a law-making meeting and therefore not a Public
meeting subject to the Nation’s Open Meetings Act (2 HCC § 2). Off-Sites will be
conducted as required for internal Legislative business, functions, and staff coordination.
These will usually be conducted away from the Nation’s Executive Offices to provide the
necessary environment devoid of office distractions and the regular public business of the
Legislators. Off Site meetings may only be called by adopted motion of the Legislature,
for the initial meeting, but additional meetings on the same subject or of the same
Committee do not need ongoing authorization. If travel is required to attend an Off Site,
approval shall be required in the initial motion, including any per diem and mileage.
Advance notice of Off Site meetings shall be provided within the Legislative Office.

q. “President” means the President or President pro tempore of the Ho-Chunk
Nation.

r. “Presiding Officer” means the Legislator(s) selected by the Legislature to be the
First or Second Presiding Officer to call Standing Committee meetings to order, chair
said meetings, and otherwise exercise all duties to conduct and carry out the functions of
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the Standing Committee Presiding Officer set forth in this Act.
s. “Public” means the enrolled members of the Ho-Chunk Nation.

t. “Public Hearing” means a meeting held by the Legislature in accordance with the
Nation’s Open Meetings Act (2 HCC § 2) and this Act, to solicit comments from the
Public on Legislation or other action or concern.

u. “Public Review Phase” means the second of three possible phases within the
Normal Legislation Process for a Proposal for Legislation to potentially become a Law.

v. “Quick Passage” means a process to amend or enact a law of the Nation whereby
the Legislature determines that the steps required under the Normal Legislation Process
would unduly harm a person, multiple persons, or the Nation and the Legislature
determines that immediate action is needed to modify the Nation’s law.

w. “Quorum” means the number of members of Legislature required to be present to
transact business legally. Unless specifically enumerated within this Act, the number of
Members to constitute a Quorum will be a majority of Members of the Legislature seated
or Legislators on that particular Standing Legislative Committee.

x. “Regular Monthly Meeting” means any meeting of the Legislature, which is held
on a regular schedule as required by Article V, Section 8 of the Constitution.

y. “Resolution” means a formal expression of opinion of the Legislature on matters
of temporary interest.

z. “Special Meeting” means any meeting of the Legislature which is not a regular
meeting, including but not limited to any meeting which must be called because of an
emergency. Pursuant to Article V, Section 8, the Legislature may hold Special Meetings
as necessary.

aa. “Standing Legislative Committee” or “Committee” means those Committees
created by the Legislature pursuant to Chapter III herein to assist it in exercising its
powers, including Legislative oversight.

bb. “Standing Resolution” means a formal expression of opinion or authorization of
the Legislature that remains in place, as described for the purposes therein, until
otherwise rescinded or superseded by the Legislature.

cc. “Supreme Court” means the Ho-Chunk Nation Supreme Court.

dd. “Trial Court” means the Ho-Chunk Nation Trial Court.

ee. “Tribal Secretary” means a Legislator selected by the Legislature to serve in this






